Teleconference: #7

Date:
July 8, 2014



Facilitated by: Wayne Jenkins; YRDFA Deputy Director
Media on line:
Nome-KNOM radio
Eagle-KEAA radio
Fort Yukon-KZPA radio
Subsistence reports:

Alakanuk – Martin Harry- 8 fishermen interviewed and 4 fished. One got 62 chum a couple weeks ago. Another 141 chum and 1 king which he kept. Another fisherman reported catching 150+ chum and no kings. A lot of humpys still around. People are still commercial fishing.
Pilot Station- Martin Kelly-Not much happening. There was a 3-hour subsistence opener that helped with getting 40-50 summer chum. They are running heavy over the past week. Older folks were not aware that subsistence was allowed during the commercial openers. 
Marshall – Norma Evan, 3 households fished out of 14. Water is high and steady with bank erosion and drift all week. Some salmon entering sloughs. Salmon were seen passing at the bridge. Most families are 75-100% done with summer chum harvest. Had a lot of sun this season so this helped. 
Russian Mission – Basil spoke to 5 that agreed to share information. After the last 6 inch or less gillnet opening, everyone is reported to be done with the summer chum harvest. There will be a little break between the summer chum and fall chum run. People are 75% done with subsistence. Others are out with their rods pulling in pike and humpys and the occasional whitefish. Water is high. One guy who was finally able to fish took care of his family harvests. The 6-inch gillnet opening really helped out.
Holy Cross- Rita contacted 8 fishermen and 3 fished. One got 62 chum and he said he is 50% done. One fisherman got 62. The water is rising pretty quickly. There were no bugs this summer, and a lot of debris on the river. Most of the people did not get their share of the fish yet. Looking to target the fall chum for strips. 
Shageluk – Joy Hamilton-people are subsistence fishing and it was rough with that closure. The 4-village area here, like anywhere else. Taking the young people out and teaching them to fish, how to take care of it and put it up for the winter. When there is no fishing going on, then the young kids are not so involved. I have seen our 4 communities come together so that people are doing hiking, boat rides and trying to keep the kids busy despite not having full fishing going on. Anvik and Grayling are doing this too to keep youth involved in other things. Fishing is important for the culture and not being able to fish makes things difficult on many levels. 
Grayling – Shirley Clark – when does the fall chum and silvers enter the river? Question answered later in the call.
Kaltag – Fred Alexie, just curious to find out about the fishing. It has been a rough summer. The water is super high. A lot of debris is going by. Commercial fishing on full blast but fighting the drifts and trying to take care of the wheels and taking their fish back and forth to their fish camps. They all say they are doing fair. About 13 wheels in the river here in Kaltag. Some shut down for 8-10 hours a day while they are repairing their wheels because of logs going through the wheels. Only one family is doing subsistence fishing now. We are all waiting for the fall chum run. I have some questions about gear restrictions and what we are going to be faced with for the fall chum. 
Koyukuk – Benedict Jones- we did fish for kings a couple of weeks ago and allowed us to harvest 30 kings and it took us 3 days to get this and we hit it on the 3rd day and had a good day. The water rose and is still rising. We did a little subsistence fishing on the Koyukuk River and get about 60 (chum) per day. The kings were allowed by ADFG for a memorial potlatch. Eric Newland
Koyukuk River
Huslia – Orville Huntington– there was at least 3-4 people fishing and catching a lot of chum and a couple of kings. Why were the Koyukuk village allowed to get kings? Eric Newland responds ADFG allowed for memorial potlatch. Orville thanks agency for that.
Yukon River middle river
Galena – Sandy- water high, people did not meet their needs yet. Wants to know when they will get an opening. 
Tanana River
Manley Hot Springs-Virgil-notes from the paper that flood control records show river not this high since 1994-Tanana super high.

Rapids-Stan Zuray- Water temp low but finally rising due to sunny days.Water height little above average and some drift. Subsistence 4" net use is reinstated as of yesterday morning and fishermen getting notified so that should start up soon. Rapids Video fishwheel counts will probably reach or surpass project record from 2001 run. Daily counts are still above 250 Chinook per day.
Nenana – Robin- interviewed 8, 4 fished. All waiting on fall chum. Water level super-high with lots of drift. Rondell Jimmy fished and got whitefish & sheefish.
Fort Yukon – Andrew Firman-10 interviewed, 7 fished, 3 did not. Most say it is as bad as last year. Hard to compare because only allowed 4 inch nets in side sloughs and back channels. Some report of chum getting caught. Most people want to know when to expect an opener so they can get their gear ready. People tired of whitefish. Disappointed in their lack of opportunity to fish. People hear the run strength is good but there is no opener and people do not have 4 inch gear or 6 inch gear either. 
Circle –? McDaniel- just called to get an update on fishing schedule. Glad the lower Yukon are getting some chum salmon and they are doing good. 
Eagle – Nathan contacted 5 households, none fished for kings, river high but dropping and would like to stress the importance of the fall chum salmon here in Eagle because we don’t get summer chum. 
Canada
Old Crow – RRC- Erin - no salmon fishing going on. A couple 4 inch nets in for whitefish. Some people getting salmon. Porcupine sonar counted 400 kings so far, first year. Water high, going down. Weather hot and a little rain but recently no rain.
William Josie – we might have more people going for whitefish. 
YSSC – Dennis Zimmerman- mentioned there are a lot of people at the Peel River proceedings so people may be at that as why few reports from Canada. One of our members traveled to 30 Mile and said the water was relatively clear and starting to go down, not a lot of debris. Made it with prop boats and was not too bad. 
Pauline – people put in complete closures and we have a number of first nations taking it seriously and imposing regulations on themselves. People involved in these calls are working on another important matter and that’s where our people are. 
KEY ISSUES brought out:
Eric Newland thanks folks for reports, understands impatience and appreciates everyone doing all they can to conserve kings!

Stephanie Schmidt describes radio telemetry project-summer chum-1000 tags since July 7. If you catch one please report when, date-time-location and return tag. Get a hat. May win $500. Tagging will continue tend of run, which may be early.

Stephanie Schmidt-Run Assesment-2014 Chinook run tracking early observations -1st pulse through Eagle now, 2nd pulse going through District 5d, 3rd pulse at the Rapids. Pilot station numbers declining. 132,000 counted by July 7. 98% of the run complete. This is below average but bigger than preseason estimates. Genetics-combined 42%-Canadian origin (usually 50%) 54,000 Canadian origin. We should make lower escapement goal at border due to folk’s commitment to conservation. 

Will be looking at Eagle sonar for 2nd pulse for more accurate king projections. High water has delayed projects at 3 places along the river.
Summer chum passage @ Pilot Station (PS)- July 7, 1.75million fish, 85% complete, Anvik & Andreafsky on tract.

Eric Newland- Thanks all. Focus now on upper river. D-5 should end next week. Too early to say. D-4 relaxing. Innoko and Koyukuk no open with net restrictions.

Jeff Estensen-Fall Season manager-by regs fall season starts 7/16- in Y-1. 800 thousand chum is preseason prediction. Not much details now but more next Tuesday. That size certainly adequate for escapement and subsistence and limited commercial. We will now take questions about assessment; any questions on run strength, timing, etc…

Questions from callers:
Porcupine River fisher in Canada- has not fished for 3 years, not informed about people fishing whitefish, no contact and surprised folks are fishing. Steve Gotch w/DFO-no directed harvest on kings but no specific restrictions on 1st nations, understands other species are targeted. Response-only one channel so whitefish harvest will catch kings. No enforcement-people are catching kings-need to protect it. No way they cannot catch them.

Basil-Dams in Canada, how many young die on out migration- Steve Gotch w/DFO, Whitehorse rapids generating for 45-50 years-130,000 plus enhancement of juvenile Chinook are stocked up stream to make up for smolts killed. 70 % survive-30% mortality. 
Basil-If escapement goals are met, when will net-size  restrictions be lifted? Folks want to do their part. Eric Newland-its early in assessment, not sure about making the goal. Future, if we see better runs; then would look at harvest of kings. Quite a ways out. 

Benedict Jones in Koyukuk asks about studies on spawning grounds and juvenile fish-climate change affects- Dennis Cross-Old Crow, also concerned about this. Stephanie Schmidt- Tanana and Chena studies are underway-prey, predators and habitat. Several years to complete. Also juvenile studies at the delta, migration through, condition, food, combined with work near shore in the Bearing Sea. 

Fred Alexie- how many sonars on the Yukon? Stephanie- Carl- Summer-Pilot Station, Anvik, Tanana-Manley and Eagle. Fred recalls YRDFA Galena meet-promised one sonar to go in at Bishop Rock-he would like to see one go in- fish strength and address D-4 & 5 concerns. Does 3rd pulse make it to Canada? Stephanie-24% of 3rd pulse bound for Canada. Concern is also about getting fish on spawning grounds in Alaska, not just Canada.

Carl-no plans to put a project there, unlikely due to $. Stephanie at that meeting and there was a good bit of discussion of sonar on Tanana and politicians were on board.

Circle- Larry McDaniel’s-numbers of by catch, cap? We will bring those numbers to the next call. Fishers are saving Chinook so Pollock folks can catch them. By time summer chum show up mid-august have left fish-camp for work.

Gail Vick-Tanana Chiefs- testified for lowering by catch, their (NPFMC) process moves slowly and we need more pressure on the council through TCC and AVCP. ADFG is very concerned.
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