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July 1, 2014



Media on line:
Fort Yukon radio - KZPA

Eagle community radio – 
KNOM - Nome
Subsistence reports:

Nunam Iqua – Joe Afcan – we are catching quite a number of chum salmon and a few kings. Been putting up humpbacks because was worried about not meeting needs with subsistence, but this past opening really helped us out and we could put up enough for two fami
Alakanuk –  Martin Harry – no interviews because all fishermen were doing commercial
John Lamont – just had a 6-inch or less opening on Sat. for 3 hours. 5 min. drift got a 100 chum. A few more people but the effort was out there and fish were in the river. Most of the people who went out got their supply in their 3 hours. Water level is stable. 

St. Mary’s – Bill Alstrom, people did take advantage of the 3-hour subsistence opening with 6 inch or less nets and people got some chums and very little kings. Water level did come up a little and a little debris on the Yukon River. Subsistence people are still putting up fish and mostly on the drying racks now. 
Eric W. – a few people did take advantage of the 6 inch gillnet opening. Big bright oily chum fish and not too many kings caught. People waiting for fall chums to do strips – heard this from a couple villages. 

Pilot Station – Martin Kelly – we have very little subsistence activity going on. The 3-hour gillnet opener on Sat. the 28th helped out quite a bit. Some of the families have averaged of about 50 summer chums and 2 kings. The weather is breezy and dry and sunny. Little to no debris and water came up 3-4 inches. 
Marshall – Norma Evan, spoke with 7 who fished, a few families had motor or boat problems. Water came up a little. All kings that were caught were jacks and the children and the youth were catching a lot of whitefish. 
Russian Mission – Basil spoke to 5 who wanted to get interviewed and all 5 fished. Everyone happy for the 3-hour gillnet opening and not a lot of families could go down to Y-1 and Y-2 because it is expensive. Russian Mission is in Y-3 and the folks that could not go down river still have 4-inch nets set in the river and trying to meet their needs this way; they reported a lot of humpys, pike and whitefish. The ones that did go to that 3-hour opener are done with meeting their needs. 
Shageluk – Joy Hamilton – some subsistence fishing is going on. 
Kaltag – Craig Semeken was busy commercial fishing; there are a lot of people starting to do their subsistence for summer chum. People are starting to hand out….something for subsistence needs. Water is high and drift is coming down. 
Koyukuk – nothing to report, water raised 10 inches from last week. Today is the first time we see sunshine in 3 weeks. 
Koyukuk River
Huslia – Orville – just talked to a couple guys and they are waiting for the chum salmon opening. Everyone else is working and people starting to berry pick, and water is high.  
Hughes – Janet – wondering about the fishing up here. Is it open for chum right now? It will open tomorrow for fishing for 24 hours a day 7 days a week.
Yukon River middle river
Galena – Sandy talked to 12 households. Nobody has fished. One household had a dip net and was having their house raised and moved so busy doing that. Water is high with a lot of drift. A lot of folks here heard about the opening in Y-3 on Thursday and wonder when an opening like this will happen in Y-4. 
Tanana River

Fairbanks – Virgil – water level to rise and more drift due to flood advisory. June was a wet month.
Minto – Ron Charley – no on fishing due to high water and drift on the river; a lot of drift going by. 
Nenana – Robin 2 fished out of 6. Water is so high and so much drift. One of the guys messed up two of his fish nets so no fish to report. Everything is worse than last year. We are on flood warning. Everyone needs to wear their life vest. Someone almost fell in trying to dipnet.  
Rampart- Janet Woods – the water was starting to rise on the Yukon but not sure what it looks like now as she is gone for the day and will return tomorrow. Some debris is coming in from the creeks. There is still no one fishing. One person trying to fish for his dogs with a 4-inch net and he was told that yesterday was the last day he could fish. He was asking people for dog food because he was trying to feed his dogs out of his net. There was an opening in the lower river and we are waiting for an opening. We are abiding by the laws. We have been waiting just to have an opening. With this 3rd pulse coming up, usually no body fishes this last pulse because they have disease and white fish. If we catch it we use it. We are waiting for an opening. After that will not be any king salmon. Now with the water coming up there may not be any eddys. With the record number of fish gone through we cannot put in a net. Even if we could fish one day that would eliminate the people getting their fish net taken away and having to go to court. We are not fishing in Rampart. We are waiting. With water coming up….with 3rd pulse coming up,….we are waiting….think about the people that are waiting….
Beaver – Wilma doesn’t know if anyone is fishing and we are just waiting. Don’t think anyone has a net in. I agree with Janet. My mom got mad me at twice for not fishing. 
Fort Yukon – Andrew Firman – 8 reported fishing and only 1 fished all week and the others fished 1-2 days. We had a week of solid rain and water levels were high but went down yesterday 6 inches and the debris went down. Hard to compare to last year….only 2 chum caught and whitefish, pike caught for the dog teams. Handful of people out there with small mesh nets trying to fish for their dogs. If everybody got their 1-day to fish then we may not be hearing about record numbers of fish in the river which is where we need the fish to be.  People fishing on the porcupine and back sloughs and not on the main stem Yukon River. 
Eagle –  Nathan Helmer – nobody is fishing for kings. We are waiting for the fall chum. Rainy here and river is coming up. One person caught pike. 
Canada
Teslin – Jillian Rourke – water levels just starting to go down. Been rainy a whole bunch so may come up. No one fishing. 
Whitehorse – Coralee Johns – working with Y2C2 Environment Yukon conservation community projects with outdoors and field work and have some youth with her today. No real report except for water rising and wanted to say thank you to everybody for conservation efforts going on. 
Yukon Salmon Sub Committee (YSSC) – Don Toews from Marsh Lake – thanks for the information and we appreciate the sacrifices people are making. We are in it for the long term and thanks a lot.  It is Canada Day today so not many people on line. 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Management Reports:

KEY ISSUES brought out:
 Stephanie Schmidt gave a run assessment and started with a review of the summer chum tagging project. 
King salmon: It is still a below average run size. It is still too early to know if escapement goals will be met. We need to be careful when comparing the rapids fish wheel project with other projects and this project is relatively new. Reviewed genetic analysis: pulse 1 = 50%, pluse 2 – 52% and pulse 3 = 24%. She talked about the total number of 45,000, which is above the lower bound of the IMEG. The number of Canadian origin fish is just above the IMEG so we need to get 90% of those fish to Canada. We are seeing more numbers move upriver than in recent years, but in recent years we have not met our escapement objective so it is good if we are on track to meet the escapement objective to ensure the sustainability of this run over the long run for future generations. 
Summer chum: gave an overview
Eric Newland: 

We need to ask people to be patient and we will look to provide opportunity in all the districts but the opportunity is going to have to wait in the upper river districts right now. This is a long big pulse in the middle and upper river and we need to move these fish to the border. 

Innoko R. restrictions lifted.

Y-3 will have a short 3 hour opening with gillnets.

Restrictions lifted at the coast next week. 

Talked about the 4 inch mesh net focus and it became unmanageable in a certain area and we took this opportunity away. This was an unfortunate situation but this is the time that we want to pass the second pulse of Chinook salmon up river. The conservation efforts that were taken in the districts below need to be taken in the upriver. We will reinstate this gear once the majority of kings have gone by.

Fred Bue – USFWS – ADF&G covered it all. The place we are at in the run is that almost all the Chinook are in the river. They are not in the tributaries yet and this is where we will see how we did on the conservation efforts. We do have some difficulties. The middle river projects have high water at Gissassa and Henshaw and they are not running yet but we hope they will be when the fish arrive. Chena and Salcha has high water and it could keep raining so we don’t know how those projects will line up yet. 

Steve Gotch – Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canadian fisheries update. First Chinook salmon started to cross the border on June 27. Given the uncertainty over run strength, a conservative management strategy implemented in Canada. All fisheries are prohibited. IMEG of 42,500 and 3% of this achieved so far. We will follow Eagle sonar to inform our management. We will get a Canadian border escapement goal by July 16.

Eric – we are looking for additional 6 inch opportunity in the lower river and we are looking for most of the run to go through. Not sure Y-4 would see this prior to this. Been announced for Y-3 and then we will open more following that 90% of the fish that go through.

Janet – when would we have opportunity maybe? 

Stephanie – we think we reached 90% yesterday on July 30 at the Pilot Station sonar. Based on the very early year, this 90% would be in Rampart on the 17th and 18th of July. After this final pulse moves through. How does the sonar measure fish that go through there?

Carl Phisterer (ADF&G)– we do not cover the whole river. We cover about 500 meters of 700-800 meters. We get more than half. We feel good about this because the fish taper off on the left back after about 100 meters and 30-40 meters on the right bank. There is a bit in the middle that is missed. We think the number there is pretty small. 
Janet asked about genetic samples and which Chinook is going to spawn in Canada?

Someone asked about what happens if we do not get 90% of the fish to the border that we need to?

Fred Bue– there are no defined penalties. It is not just the objective of the treaty but our concern with the escapement goal. We need enough fish on the spawning grounds to carry this run into the future. If we continually don’t make this goal we will not keep the runs going. The agreement is that both countries try to honor this. This is what we are trying to do. We want to achieve these goals. It is for the fish to continue. 

Robin – She thought it was allowed to fish with a 4 inch net for subsistence. Is this right? Eric answered that yes in Y-6 they can and it is only one area that this was taken away from in Y-5,b&c
Lambert – spoke….
John Lamont – fished a 3-hour period and released 3 kings and let them go. I chose not to take them. Most people are releasing their kings. There must be a regulation or enforcement issue in 5b&c. It sounded like there was a problem and I am glad the department addressed this. I am an alternate on the Panel and asked about the green, yellow and red strategy and they do not fish on those. Whether if it is any percentage, they chose not to fish in Canada. I gave up all those Chinook and now I want to fish the few summer chums with 6-inch mesh and I want to know if there will be more 6 inch openers? What are the dates and times? Eric responded that we do not have any set dates and times. There should be more opportunity but I have nothing to announce 
Hughes- Janet wants to know if the fishing is open tomorrow starting at 8 pm on the Koyukuk for the rest of the summer, is this correct? Eric answered yes. 

Don – I understand why the border escapement was set at the low range and we set the bar low for this reason. This is not where we want to be. Ideally we want to be in the mid range. For the last 5 out of 7 years we have not met our goals. We want to be in the mid-point of the range over the long term. Last week we talked about the quality of escapement. It was mostly young, male fish. Is there any new information on this? Stephanie: 19% 6 year old and 31% females which is below avg.. The age 5 fish is above avg. and the age 6 fish is below average. Don said that the quality of escapement may not be what we want it to be.
Beaver – why are we restricted from getting whitefish and pike? What is up with this? 4-inch or smaller and no greater than 60 feet. Only one area is having this taken away. Still able to fish in Y-5D with whitefish nets. Eric: Like Andrew Firman said, fish away from areas that have king salmon. Follow the conservation efforts. We fish them in the tributaries. 

Victor Lord – 1,210 fish?? What is Canada Day? I agree with the person saying they fish whitefish in whitefish spots. We do that in Nenana too. How does the Chena look? 

Eric – that is the current passage past Eagle sonar, this is the cumulative number of fish passed eagle sonar. Chena and Salcha are not in operation yet due to high water. 

Jude – asked about percentage of fish bound for Canada pass the rapids? Stephanie said about 70% based on harvest data. Missed second question related to flooding. Stephanie said that flooding could be good or bad and could open up or close up spawning habitats. We are waiting to see and we are still before the peak of the run hits those systems. We will know more in a few weeks. 

Orville – curious if we will be more conservative with the fall chums and what is the date of that? Jeff E. fall season will begin on July 16 and as the run moves up into districts the fall season starts in those districts too. 
Projection is 900,000 to above 1 million fish. 

Joe Afcan – there are super large chum salmon and they are big and fat and look like fall chum. I was coming back down the Yukon from Nenana. Met with the people doing the radio telemetry program a few weeks ago. How do they determine where those fish go other than being caught? Had another question related to when people in the up river get to harvest salmon and how fast fish swim. When will the fish pass the areas upriver that want to go fishing? Eric said several weeks later. 

Stephanie mentioned the radio towers at the confluences of the major tributaries. If tags are missing and we saw them at one tower and then we don’t see them at another tower, then we look at other tributaries and fly aerial surveys to follow and see if they can pick up the signals. 

Martin Kelly – want to emphasize Mr. Luckaduck and John Lamont related to tributaries on the lower river…..also had a question. Here are Pilot we get fish we call whitenose and maybe upriver they are called blueblack. I wanted to know if any these have been caught in test fisheries? 

Eric – I have not asked about this. I have been asking test fish staff about the quality of the fish. Typically at this time of the year when we are test fishing, we start to see blush fish and darker red color. When we see these, we are at the tail end of the run and we are starting to see the lower Yukon stocks. We will have some of these reports. I don’t have whitenose or blueback and I would ask people who fished in the recent 3 hour opener in Y-1 and Y-2. 
Basil – there were villages that signed an agreement to not harvest king salmon. I was wondering if “you guys” could go to the Canadian headwaters to sign this contamination prevention thing for our salmon? Also asked about predator control. 

Steve Gotch - There have been no hard rock gold mines in the Yukon for 15 years now. The YRSA obligates Canada and the U.S. to maintain respective water quality standards. This international treaty already provides for water quality standards. 

Stephanie mentioned that predator control is expensive and there is a project to learn more about predators and until we have more data then the state will not implement something and we don’t know the impact of predators right now on the decline.

Victor – it seemed we broke the treaty when we had high bycatch and we all need to watch our “Ps and Qs”. I trust the Canadians and I trust their concerns. 

Amy Bower the summer season catch monitor gave schedule information and the contact numbers for ADF&G
1-866-479-7387

459-7387 in Fairbanks
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