In-Season Salmon Management Teleconference #
2

Date:
June 3, 2014


The teleconference calls are hosted by the Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (YRDFA) and funded by the Yukon River Panel and the Fisheries Resources Monitoring Program of the Office of Subsistence Management of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Subsistence reports:

Fishermen from Alakanuk to Marshall reported that some summer chum salmon have been harvested and reports of harvests of pike, Sheefish and whitefish have taken place up through Galena. Nenana reported fishing effort but did not know what harvests took place.
KEY ISSUES brought out:
Phil Mundy with NOAA fisheries reviewed the run timing model of Yukon River Chinook salmon developed from environmental data. Phil reviewed that the first pulse timing is in agreement with Stephanie Schmidt of Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s estimate for June 11 for the first pulse. June 13 is when we should have the first 25% of the run in the river; June 18 or 19 for the mid-point of the run in Y-1. It is an early run. The first pulse has been historically on June 14. This is an early run but not real early. Even though April was warm, May temperatures were average and below average and sea surface temperature was average. The ice did go out on May 9, which is really early for marine break up. It is an early run but not the earliest run in history. To read first hand about this project visit the (Alaska Ocean Observing System) AOOS website at: http://www.aoos.org/2014-yukon/. 
People on the call started to discuss the reasons for the salmon declines and brought up the issues of salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea and mining in the Yukon Territory headwaters. YRDFA discussed that guest speakers have been invited to talk about salmon bycatch as they did last year but the call is not scheduled yet. YRDFA will notify the public when this call will take place. As for mining in Yukon Territory we had Steve Gotch on the line from Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. He said that in the last 15 years there have been no known developments in the salmon spawning grounds areas.  He followed this up with saying that what is portrayed in the TV shows about mining in Yukon is not accurate. There are smaller placer mines and a majority of mining happens in non-salmon spawning areas. He also said that Yukon has some of the strongest legislation in the country. 
There was also a brief discussion about the king salmon that migrate through the Aleutian chain known as Area M. A caller discussed how there is a disease called Ichthyaphonus in the Yukon River Chinook salmon and they do not get it in the Bering Sea and so if genetic stock identification work was done on the king salmon going through Area M we could determine if these king salmon were Yukon River king salmon and if they carry Ichthyophonus that they may have picked up in the Gulf of Alaska.

People asked about fishery openings and closures and the gear they are allowed to use. Management responded with information about the regulations and upcoming management actions people should anticipate. 

For the latest information from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G):
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=commercialbyareayukon.main
The subsistence fishing schedule and announcements will be available via telephone at the following numbers. For outside of Fairbanks: 1-866-479-7387 and in Fairbanks: 479-7387.The Emmonak field office will be up and running by the weekend.
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