
 
 

 
 
 

	
	
Greetings	from	the	Yukon	River	Drainage	Fisheries	Association!		
	
Here	is	a	summary	of	the	6th	Yukon	River	Salmon	In-Season	Management	Teleconference	held	this	past	
Tuesday,	July		11,	2017.	The	call	lasted	76	minutes.	
	
Background:	Yukon	River	salmon	management	teleconferences	are	held	annually	on	every	Tuesday	in	
June,	July,	and	August	for	managers	and	fishers	throughout	the	Yukon	River	drainage	to	discuss	fishing	
conditions	and	management	strategies	in	real	time	as	the	salmon	run	is	occurring.	Funded	by	the	Dept.	
of	Interior-Office	of	Subsistence	Management.		
	
Media	participating:	KEAA	Eagle	community	radio,	KZPA	Fort	Yukon	radio	
Political	Representatives/staff	participating:	None	
	
Communities	participating	this	week	in	Alaska:	Alakanuk,	Kotlik,	Mt.	Village,	St.	Marys,	Marshall,	
Russian	Mission,	Anvik,	Grayling,	Nulato,	Koyukuk,	Huslia,	Galena,	Ruby,	Tanana,	Beaver,	Fort	Yukon,	
Eagle,	Manley,	Fairbanks	
	
Alakanuk:		Pamela;	17	fishers	interviewed,	2	fished.	Household	chum	average	caught	135,	Kings	8	per-
household.	No	debris.	Fishers	are	catching	and	letting	a	lot	of	humpies	go.	Everyone	waiting	for	fall	
chum/silvers.		
Kotlik:	Marvin-water	level	pretty	low	from	Emmonak	to	Pilot	Station.	Some	debris.	Lots	of	net	snagging	
and	damage	to	nets	due	to	low	water,	Kings	healthy	and	fat.	Water	temp	53.	Fishers	pretty	much	done	
with	subsistence.	Waiting	for	fall	chum	for	half	dried	fish.	
Mountain	Village:	Eugene-not	much	to	report.	Everybody	has	met	subsistence	needs.	All	are	very	
grateful	for	the	opportunity.	Chum	pretty	good.	River	conditions	the	same.	Channels	changing,	makes	it	
hard	on	dipnetters.	Waiting	for	silvers.	
Saint	Marys:	Bill-not	much	to	report.	Water	very	low.	Everybody	done	with	their	subsistence	needs.	
Marshall:	Norma-slowing	down	in	catch	rate.	Kings	not	red	yet,	so	still	in	good	shape.	One	pink	and	a	
few	sockeye	have	been	caught.	Water	level	dropped.	Most	75-100%	finished	with	subsistence.	
Community	would	like	to	thank	management	and	all	communities	on	the	river	for	sacrifices	made.	
Really	appreciate	it. 
Russian	Mission:	Basil-95%	of	camps	have	met	their	needs	for	summer,	on	hold	till	fall	chum	runs.	A	few	
fishing	late.	Some	checking	berries,	not	ready	yet,	about	2	weeks.	Pretty	strong	east	wind	swamped	a	
few	boats.	Water	clear.	Thankful	for	the	efforts	of	the	whole	Yukon	River.	Finally	seeing	the	plus	side	of	
all	the	sacrifice.	



 
 

 
 
 

Anvik:	Sherry-7	households	interviewed,	5	fished.	100%	done	with	subsistence	fishing.	Fishers	very	
happy	with	catch	timing	etc.	One	fisher	to	continue	fishing	for	King.	Most	waiting	for	fall	chum/silvers.	
Smoke	houses	semi	filled.	
Grayling:	Shirley-most	done	fishing	for	subsistence.	A	few	still	out.	
Nulato:	Mickey-everybody	pretty	much	done	fishing	for	Kings.	A	few	drifted	some	last	night.	Folks	
getting	4	or	5	Kings	for	jarring,	folks	pretty	much	done,	folks	happy.	A	few	late	starters.	Water	really	low.	
Some	just	beginning	picking	salmonberries.	
Koyukuk:	Ben-no	report,	all	done.	Water	really	low,	damage	to	fishnets	from	snags.	River	5”	lower	than	
previous	year.	Waiting	for	August	fall	chum.	
Huslia:	Catherine	for	Gina-6	households	interviewed.	20%	done	on	chum	and	kings.	Worse	fishing	this	
week.	Catching	sheefish.	Quality	not	as	good	as	last	week.	One	eddie	changing,	causing	some	problems.	
Galena:	Howard-most	done	with	Kings.	Sure	was	nice	to	visit	folks	working	fish.	Learned	to	scrape	
backbones,	lots	of	meet.	Water	warm.	70	degrees	
Ruby:	Ed-water	up	a	bit,	been	pretty	low.	Some	drift.	Most	are	done	with	King	fishing	and	happy.	Some	
of	the	biggest	Kings	we	have	gotten.	95%	done	getting	subsistence.	Got	one	that	was	30	lbs,	a	male.	
Most	around	20	lbs.	
Tanana:	Catherine	for	Geneva-	3	fishers	interviewed.	26-75%	range	of	meeting	their	subsistence		needs.	
King	fishing	better.	Fishers	using	wheels,	nets.	Some	could	not	be	reached	due	to	being	in	Fish	camp.	
Fort	Yukon:	Andrew-11	households	interviewed,	8	fished.	2	said	worse	fishing.	2	caught	first	chum	
salmon.	Water	normal.	A	few	reported	100%	done	and	others	just	getting	started	with	King	harvest	
Eagle:	Naomi-6	fishers	interviewed,	2	fished.	One	fished	7	days,	21	King	caught.	Water	high,	some	drift.	
Manley:	Dorothy	on	the	call,	hears	fishing	is	going	well	up-river.	
Fairbanks:	Virgil,	water	is	supposed	to	start	coming	up,		
Orville,	1st	time	no	complaints	into	my	office.	Some	people	caught	King	salmon	with	numbers	on	them.	
On	FB	page.	Caught	I	believe	in	Fort	Yukon.	
	
Communities	participating	this	week	in	Canada:	
Old	Crow:	William-very	low	water.	Some	fishing.	3	light	rans	in	the	last	month.	Hot	and	dry	with	forest	
fires.	Training	going	on.	Porcupine	sonar	counted	300,	issue	with	big	whitefish.	Folks	feeling	a	lot	of	fish	
going	up	river.	
Whitehorse:	Jesse-lots	of	rain.	Waiting	for	salmon	to	arrive.	
	
Management	Reports	notes:	See	official	ADFG/USFWS	and	DFO	reports	attached.	
Holly	&	Alida	calling	from	Beaver.	Sean-summer	assesment-add	to	my	report;5500	Kings	as	of	yesterday	
counted	by	Eagle	sonar.	
	
Brian-how	is	the	timeframe	for	passage	by	Pilot	figured-Sean-earlier	years-95,	97,	2003,2014	2016.	
	
Jeff	Estensen-Fall	In-Season	Manager	with	ADFG	gave	a	brief	fall	report	as	the	fall	season	approaches	
July	15	/16	in	the	Y-1	lower	river	district)	
Jeff-Good	reports	from	subsistence	King	fishing.	Fall	season	starts	7/16.		
	
	
Questions	and	discussion:	Observations,	comments	and	questions	pertaining	to	in-river	fisheries.		
	



 
 

 
 
 

Pamela-heard	on	the	16th	open	for	fall	chums.	Any	restrictions?	Jeff-by	regulation	7/16	Fall	Season	
begins	in	Alakanuk/District	1.	Fishers	have	the	use	of	up	to	7.5	and	can	keep	any	Kings	caught.	
	
Naomi-overall	health	of	the	kings?	H-reporting	from	Beaver.	I	would	ask	the	fishers.	It	has	been	
sounding	good	in	the	test	fisheries.	Mikey/Nulato-Kings	in	good	shape.	Usually	close	to	the	end	when	
you	get	poor	quality,	pale	meat.	98%	good	this	year.	Sometimes	a	bit	scarred	up	but	use	for	jarred-fish.	
Smallest	5	lbs.,	biggest	40	lbs.,	avg	25	lbs.	
Norma-I	fished,	got	some	kings	2	days	ago	and	all	healthy,	normal	colored-not	red	yet.		
	
Mike	Peter/Marshall-	for	management;	with		the	PS	numbers,	a	bit	concerned	with	the	numbers	if	
escapement	goal	has	been	met	up	there.	Age	of	fish?	What	is	average	count	past	Eagle	sonar?	Sean-
early	in	the	run-have	a	pretty	good	idea	what’s	coming.	PS	numbers	in-line	with	projections,	since	2005	
we	are	over	the	average	at	Eagle.	
	
William/Old	Crow.	PS	passage?	Afew	weeks	ago	eels.	Anyone	else	seen	them?	Sean	252K	past	PS	
yesterday.	
	
Martin/Pilot-emphasize		to	Jeff,	Bonnie,	Holly-Y2	district	has	been	tough	for	50+	permit	holders.	¾	do	
not	have	the	resources	for	fuel	to	get	down	to	the	commercial	buyer.	Sales	provides	½	or	more	annual	
income.	We	need	to	target	the	fall	chum.	We	are	declaring	a	disaster.	Have	no	other	renewable	
resource	or	sources	of	income.	Salmon	stored	in	freezers	which	costs	money	for	electric.	Jeff-Kwikpac	
working	out	of	Emmonak,	the	only	buyer	that	has	contacted	management	about	purchasing	fall	chum.	
	
Edna-Boreal	Processing	Plant/St.	Marys-	Fall	chum-projection?	J-1.1	million	based	on	summer	to	fall.	E-
anticipated	harvest?	J-depends	on	number	of	buyers.	Only	1	so	far.	Have	not	heard	from	4a	District	
buyer.	Depends	on	how	much	is	needed.	Norma-miss	you.	Have	not	seen	anyone	down	from	Russian	
Mission	but	a	handful	from	Marshall	plan	to	fish.	J-summer	chum	caught-382,387	Districts	1	&	2.	In	4a	
98,618	harvested.	
	
	
For	further	information,	please	contact	the	Yukon	River	Drainage	Fisheries	Association	at	907-272-3131	
or	look	for	us	on	the	web	at	www.yukonsalmon.org.		

For	Alaskan	management	information,	please	visit:		
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fishingCommercialByArea.interior		
or	call	toll-free	1-866-479-7387	for	recorded	fishing	schedules	and	assessment	information.	
	
For	Department	of	Fisheries	and	Oceans,	Canada	updates,	please	visit:		
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/yukon/fmcountingfac.htm		
	
	
Please	join	us	on	the	next	teleconference,	Tuesday	at	1	p.m.	Alaska	time	(2	p.m.	Yukon	time).	As	a	
reminder,	the	toll	free	number	is	1-800-315-6338	and	the	code	is	YUKON#	(98566#).	
	
Thanks	for	your	interest	and	participation!	
YRDFA	Board	and	staff	
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2017 Yukon River Summer Salmon Fishery News Release # 32 

Summer Update # 6, Yukon Area Salmon Fishery 

Districts Affected: Yukon Area 

Based on passage at the Pilot Station sonar, the drainage-wide Chinook salmon run has exceeded 

the upper end of the preseason outlook of 195,000 fish and is projected to be between 228,000 

and 287,000 fish. Chinook salmon passage is estimated to be about 97% complete at the Pilot 

Station sonar as of July 9. The summer chum salmon run has exceeded the upper end of the 

preseason outlook range of 2.5 million fish and is projected to be between 3.0 and 3.4 million 

fish.   

Preliminary run timing dates suggest the 2017 Chinook salmon run is tracking similar to 

historical early run timing. If the run size materializes as current run projections indicate, this 

year’s run would be the largest since 2005. Based on passage at Pilot Station sonar and inseason 

genetic mixed stock analysis (MSA), as of July 9, the Canadian proportion of the run is estimated 

to be above the upper end of the preseason outlook of 97,000 fish. An expected Chinook salmon 

run size of this magnitude would meet escapement goals, provide an increased subsistence 

harvest over 2016, and meet the harvest sharing objectives outlined in the Yukon River Salmon 

Agreement. 

As of July 9, four Chinook and three summer chum salmon pulses have been identified at the 

Pilot Station sonar and their upriver travel has been tracked using average swimming speeds. The 

first pulse of approximately 21,000 Chinook salmon lasted five days at the sonar project and 

should be passing the border into Canada. A second pulse, lasting seven days, of approximately 

80,000 Chinook salmon, should be between Circle and the Canadian border. A third pulse, 

lasting five days, of approximately 70,000 Chinook salmon, should be passing Stevens Village. 

The fourth pulse, lasting nine days, of approximately 55,000 Chinook salmon, should be 

approaching Tanana. The first pulse of approximately 820,000 summer chum salmon lasted 

seven days at the sonar project near Pilot Station and should be between Tanana and Manley. A 

second pulse, lasting five days, of approximately 950,000 summer chum salmon, should be 

approaching Ruby. The third pulse, lasting six days, of approximately 600,000 summer chum 

salmon, should be approaching Kaltag.  
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Genetic mixed stock analysis (MSA) on the first strata, which included early fish and the first 

pulse of Chinook salmon sampled at the Pilot Station sonar (May 31 to June 13), estimated 43% 

of the sampled fish were of Canadian-origin. Genetic MSA on the second strata, which included 

most of the second pulse of Chinook salmon (June 14-18), estimated 56% of the sampled fish 

were of Canadian-origin. Genetic MSA on the third strata (third pulse) of Chinook salmon (June 

19-25) estimated 40% of the sampled fish were of Canadian-origin.  

The Yukon River Inseason Salmon Management Teleconferences hosted by the Yukon River 

Drainage Fisheries Association will be held every Tuesday, beginning at 1:00 p.m. Alaska time. 

Dial (800) 315-6338, and enter participant code: YUKON #.  

Assessment Projects  

Lower Yukon Test Fishery/ ADF&G and YDFDA 

The combined cumulative Chinook salmon CPUE for the 8.5-inch set gillnets at the Big Eddy 

and Middle Mouth sites, as of July 9, is 37.99, which is above the historical average of 21.97. 

Only the set net at the Middle Mouth site has been used since June 29. The cumulative Chinook 

salmon CPUE of the 8.25-inch drift gillnet at the Big Eddy site, as of July 9 is 597.20, which is 

above the historical average of 390.36. As of July 9, the combined cumulative summer chum 

salmon CPUE for the 5.5-inch drift gill net at the Big Eddy and Middle Mouth sites is 29,815.93, 

which is well above the historical median of 6,634.05 for this date.   

Operations at the LYTF for both Chinook and summer chum salmon have been altered from 

previous years so caution should be taken when comparing current catch rates to historical catch 

rates. Efforts have been made to reduce Chinook salmon mortality in the test fishery. Any 

Chinook salmon healthy enough will be released alive from the test nets and any dead or injured 

salmon are distributed to village elders by the Tribal Councils. 

Sonar Project near Pilot Station/ ADF&G 

The sonar project near Pilot Station has been fully operational since June 1. The project is 

operating well and has not experienced any issues from debris or equipment malfunction. As of 

July 9, the estimated cumulative Chinook salmon passage is 249,881 fish, which is above the 

historical average of 205,224 fish for years with early run timing. As of July 9, the estimated 

cumulative summer chum salmon passage is 2,971,777 fish, which is well above the historical 

median of 1,591,881 fish for this date.  

East Fork Andreafsky River Weir / USFWS 

The East Fork Andreafsky River weir began operations on June 14. As of July 9, the estimated 

cumulative Chinook salmon passage is 1,846 fish, which is slightly below the historical 

cumulative average of 1,928 Chinook salmon for this date. As of July 9, the estimated 

cumulative summer chum salmon passage is 40,188 fish, which is above the historical median of 

37,490 fish for this date. The sustainable escapement goals (SEG) are 2,100-4,900 Chinook 

salmon and greater than 40,000 summer chum past the weir project. Summer chum salmon 

passage exceeded the escapement goal on July 9. 

Anvik River Sonar / ADF&G 

The Anvik River sonar began operations on June 15. As of July 9, the estimated cumulative 

summer chum salmon passage is 313,819 fish, which is above the historical cumulative median 

of 249,075 for this date. The biological escapement goal (BEG) for summer chum salmon is 

350,000–700,000 fish past the sonar project. 
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Gisasa River Weir / USFWS 

The Gisasa River weir began operations on June 18. Chinook salmon passage, as of July 9, is 

estimated to be 494 fish, which is above the historical cumulative average of 466 for this date. 

Summer chum salmon passage, as of July 9, is estimated to be 49,799 fish, which is above the 

historical median of 20,628 summer chum salmon for this date. 

Henshaw River Weir / USFWS 

The Henshaw River weir began operations on June 26. Chinook salmon passage, as of July 9, is 

estimated to be 200 fish, which is above the historical cumulative average of 142 fish for this 

date. Summer chum salmon passage, as of July 9, is estimated to be 97,085 fish, which is above 

the historical median of 16,209 summer chum salmon for this date.  

Chena River Tower / ADF&G 

The Chena River tower began operations on June 26. As of July 9, the estimated cumulative 

Chinook salmon passage is 216 fish and 93 summer chum salmon have been observed at the 

tower. These counts are considered incomplete due to four days of missed counts at the project. 

The BEG for Chinook salmon is 2,800–5,700 past the tower. 

Salcha River Tower / ADF&G 

The Salcha River tower began operations on June 27. As of July 9, the estimated cumulative 

Chinook salmon passage is 348 fish and six summer chum salmon have been observed at the 

tower. These counts are considered incomplete due to two days of missed counts at the project. 

The BEG for Chinook salmon is 3,300–6,500 past the tower. 

Eagle Sonar / ADF&G 

The Eagle sonar project began operations on July 1, which is one of the earliest start dates since 

the project began in 2005. As of July 9, 4,064 Chinook salmon have been counted at the sonar, 

which is above the historical average of 2,476 for this date. The Interim management escapement 

goal (IMEG) for Chinook salmon at the Eagle sonar is 42,500-55,000. 

Age Composition 

The age composition of 355 Chinook salmon sampled from the drift gillnets in the Pilot Station 

test fishery through June 25 was 7% age-4, 55% age-5, 35% age-6, and 3% age-7 fish. About 

52% of the fish sampled were female. Age-5 fish and females were above average, age-6 fish 

were average, and age-4 fish were below average. The age composition of 463 Chinook salmon 

sampled from the LYTF set gillnets through June 22 was 4% age-4, 47% age-5, 48% age-6, and 

2% age-7 fish. About 44% of the fish sampled were female. The age composition of 489 summer 

chum salmon sampled from the LYTF drift gillnets through June 22 was 34% age-4, 63% age-5, 

and 3% age-6 fish. About 58% of the fish sampled were female. Age-5 fish were above average, 

age-4 fish were below average, and percent females were average. 

Management Strategy 

Because the 2017 Chinook salmon run is indicating the Canadian-origin run size is above the 

upper end of the preseason forecast and likely to achieve escapement goals and harvest sharing 

goals in both U.S. and Canada, subsistence fishing has been fully relaxed to fishing on the 

regulatory schedule in Districts 3-6 with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets. 

Subsistence fishermen are reminded that a fishing permit is required in District 6, the Upper 

Tanana and Koyukuk Rivers, as well as the portion of Subdistricts 5-C and 5-D from the western 



2017 Yukon River Summer Salmon Fishery Update #6 July 10, 2017 

Page 4 of 7 

 

most tip of Garnet Island upstream to the Dall River and from the upstream mouth of 22-Mile 

Slough to the US/Canada Border. 

Current Management 

South Coastal District (from the Naskonat Peninsula north to 62 degrees North latitude 

including the communities of Hooper Bay and Scammon Bay):  

Subsistence fishing is open 24 hours a day, seven days per week, with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh 

gillnets.  

District 1 (including the Black River and North Coastal District and the communities of Nunam 

Iqua, Alakanuk, Emmonak, and Kotlik):  

Subsistence fishing with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets is open 24-hours a day, seven 

days a week. Subsistence fishing will close 2 hours before, during, and 2 hours after 

commercial periods. 

District 2 (including the communities of Mountain Village, Pitkas Point, Saint Marys, Pilot 

Station, and Marshall):  

Subsistence fishing with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets is open 24-hours a day, seven 

days a week. Subsistence fishing will close 2 hours before, during, and 2 hours after 

commercial periods.  

District 3 (including the communities of Russian Mission and Holy Cross): 

Subsistence fishing is open on the regulatory schedule of two 36-hour periods per week with 7.5-

inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels: 

 8 p.m. Wednesdays to 8 a.m. Fridays  

 8 p.m. Sundays to 8 a.m. Tuesdays  

Innoko River:  

Subsistence fishing is open 24 hours a day, seven days per week with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh 

gillnets and fish wheels.  

Subdistrict 4-A (from ¾ mile downstream of Old Paradise Village upstream to Cone Point, 

including the Anvik River, which includes the communities of Anvik, Grayling, Kaltag, Nulato, 

and Koyukuk):  

Subsistence fishing is open on the regulatory fishing schedule of two 48-hour periods per week 

with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels:  

 6 p.m. Wednesdays until 6 p.m. Fridays  

 6 p.m. Sundays until 6 p.m. Tuesdays   

Koyukuk River:  

Subsistence fishing is open 24 hours a day, seven days per week with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh 

gillnets and fish wheels.  

Subdistrict 4-B and 4-C (from Cone Point upstream along the north bank of the river to the 

westernmost edge of Illinois Creek, which includes the communities of Galena and Ruby):  

Subsistence fishing is open on the regulatory fishing schedule of two 48-hour periods per week 

with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels:  
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 6 p.m. Wednesdays until 6 p.m. Fridays  

 6 p.m. Sundays until 6 p.m. Tuesdays 

Federally qualified subsistence fishermen may fish with drift gillnets in Federal public waters of 

Subdistrict 4-B and 4-C with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh during summer season open fishing 

periods until July 15.  

Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B and 5-C (from Illinois Creek upstream to regulatory markers two 

miles downstream of Waldron Creek which includes the communities of Tanana and Rampart):  

Subsistence fishing is open on the regulatory fishing schedule of two 48-hour periods per week 

with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels: 

 6 p.m. Tuesdays to 6 p.m. Thursdays 

 6 p.m. Fridays to 6 p.m. Sundays 

Subdistrict 5-D (from an ADF&G regulatory marker two miles downstream of Waldron Creek 

upstream to the U.S./Canada border and including all adjacent tributaries, which includes the 

communities of Stevens Village, Beaver, Venetie, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon, Circle, and Eagle):  

Subsistence fishing is open 24 hours a day, seven days per week with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh 

gillnets and fish wheels.  

A fishing permit is required to fish for all species in the following locations: the portion of 

Subdistrict 5-C from the western most tip of Garnet Island upstream to the mouth of Dall River, 

between the western tip of Garnet Island and the Dall River (Dalton Highway bridge area) and 

from the upstream mouth of 22 Mile Slough to the U.S./Canada border. Subsistence fishermen 

outside of the permit area are encouraged to fill out their subsistence salmon catch calendars. 

Calendars and subsistence fishing permits are available from the Alaska Department of Fish and 

Game in Fairbanks. 

Subdistricts 6-A and 6-B (from the mouth of the Tanana River upstream to the regulatory 

marker at the mouth of the Wood River, which includes the communities of Manley, Minto, and 

Nenana):  

Subsistence fishing is open on the regulatory fishing schedule of two 42-hour periods per week 

with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels: 

 6 p.m. Fridays to noon Sundays 

 6 p.m. Mondays to noon Wednesdays 

Subsistence salmon fishermen fishing in the upper portion of Subdistrict 6-B, from three miles 

upstream of the mouth of Totchaket Slough to Wood River, are required to report their harvest 

catches to the department by 4:30 PM Thursday each week by contacting the department at (907) 

459-7388. When you call, please provide your name, permit number, fishing location, and daily 

catch by species for that week. 

Kantishna River:  

Subsistence fishing is open 24 hours a day, seven days per week with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh 

gillnets and fish wheels. 

Old Minto Area:  
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Subsistence fishing is on the regulatory subsistence fishing schedule of 5 days per week from 6 

p.m. Fridays until 6 p.m. Wednesdays with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels.  

Upper Tanana Area (the Tanana River from the confluence with the mouth of Volkmar River 

on the north bank and the mouth of the Johnson River on the south bank upstream to the Tanana 

River headwaters, including the communities of Healy Lake, Dot Lake, Tanacross, Northway, 

and the Tok area):  

Subsistence fishing is open 24 hours a day, seven days per week with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh 

gillnets and fish wheels.  

Subdistricts 6-C (Personal use fishery from the regulatory marker at the mouth of the Wood 

River upstream to the downstream mouth of the Salcha River, which includes the communities 

of Fairbanks, North Pole, and Salcha):  

Personal use fishing is open on the regulatory fishing schedule of two 42-hour periods per week 

with 7.5-inch or smaller mesh gillnets and fish wheels: 

 6 p.m. Fridays to noon Sundays 

 6 p.m. Mondays to noon Wednesdays 

A fishing permit is required to fish for all species in the Tanana River drainage.  

Commercial Fishing 

The Lower Yukon summer chum-directed commercial fishery began on June 10 in District 1 and 

June 21 in District 2. Fishermen in both districts were required to use selective gear types (beach 

seines and dip nets) and release all incidentally caught Chinook salmon back to the water alive. 

Chinook salmon caught and released were required to be recorded on a fish ticket. In District 1, 

commercial fishing with selective gear closed on June 22, and reopened on June 23 for gillnets. 

In District 2, commercial fishing with gillnets will open on July 11. 

The preliminary commercial harvest in District 1 through July 9 is approximately 323,479 

summer chum salmon with a reported 3,876 Chinook caught and released alive from dip nets and 

beach seines and 5,464 Chinook salmon kept for subsistence use from gillnets. The preliminary 

commercial harvest in District 2 through July 9 is approximately 43,650 summer chum salmon 

with a reported 734 Chinook salmon released alive from dip nets and beach seines.  

Commercial fishing in Subdistrict 4-A began on June 25 with live-release fish wheels. As of July 

8, approximately 85,845 summer chum salmon have been harvested. No Chinook salmon have 

been reported on fish tickets as caught and released. 

Commercial openings will be announced based on buyer capacity. All commercial fishermen 

must make sure they have a buyer before fishing each opening. 

District 1 (including Black River) Commercial: 

Commercial fishing with 6-inch or smaller mesh gillnets will open for three 8-hour periods:  

 5 p.m. Monday, July 10 to 2 a.m. Tuesday, July 11  

 5 p.m. Wednesday, July 12 to 2 a.m. Thursday, July 13  

 5 p.m. Friday, July 14 to 2 a.m. Saturday, July 15  

 5 p.m. Saturday, July 15 to 2 a.m. Sunday, July 16  

District 2 Commercial: 
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Commercial fishing with 6-inch or smaller mesh gillnets will open for two 2-hour periods: 

 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, July 11 

 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday, July 13  

In Districts 1 and 2, any Chinook salmon caught in gillnets during the commercial gillnet 

openings may be kept for subsistence use and must be recorded on a fish ticket as “kept but not 

sold”. Chinook salmon kept for subsistence use during the commercial gillnet openings must be 

marked by removing both tips of the tail fin before concealing the Chinook salmon from plain 

view or before transferring the salmon from the fishing site.  

Subdistrict 4-A Commercial (from ¾ miles downstream of Old Paradise Village upstream to 

Cone Point):  

Commercial fishing is open for 24-hours a day, seven days a week. A commercial fishing period 

will consist of 24 hours from midnight to 11:59 p.m. each day. Commercial fishermen should 

confirm their market before they fish. 

Fishermen must use commercial fish wheels that are manned at all times of operation. All 

Chinook salmon caught in commercial fish wheels must be immediately returned to the 

water alive. All salmon harvested during commercial fishing operations must be recorded 

on a fish ticket at the time of sale. Chinook salmon caught and released must be recorded 

on a fish ticket as “kept but not sold”.  

Fishing schedules, test fish catches and sonar counts are available 24 hours a day at (866) 479-

7387 (toll free outside of Fairbanks); in Fairbanks, call (907) 459-7387.  

If you have any questions, please call ADF&G in Emmonak at (907) 949-1320, the ADF&G 

office in Fairbanks at (907) 459-7274 or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Fairbanks at (907) 

455-1849.  

This is an announcement by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game in cooperation with the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.   

-end- 



 
 

 
 
 

	
	
YRDFA	7/11/16	Teleconference		

ADFG	Fall	Season	Update		

The	preseason	forecast	was	for	a	run	size	of	1,400,000	to	1,700,000	fall	chum	salmon.	

The	inseason	projected	run	size	based	on	the	summer	to	fall	chum	salmon	relationship	is	in	agreement	
with	the	forecast	at	this	time.	The	fall	chum	salmon	run	is	expected	to	be	greater	than	1.1	million	fish	
which	is	an	average	odd-numbered	year	run.	

Typically	fall	chum	salmon	are	dominated	by	age-4	fish.	Last	season	there	was	an	above	average	return	
of	age-4	fish	at	84%	and	it	is	anticipated	that	the	age-5	component	this	year	will	be	above	average.	The	
size	of	the	fall	chum	salmon	run	this	year	will	be	bolstered	if	the	number	of	age-4	fish	is	also	average	to	
above	average.		The	summer	chum	salmon	this	year	were	dominated	by	age-5	and	is	having	a	fair	return	
of	age-4	as	well,	which	hopefully	suggests	good	production	for	parent	year	2013.		

For	fall	chum	salmon	the	average	age-4	in	an	odd-numbered	year	is	typically	75%	with	a	maximum	of	
94%	observed	in	2005.	

Coho	salmon	run	size	is	anticipated	to	be	average	(run	index	198,000).	

Parent	year	escapement	in	2013	was	6,222	at	DCR	(Delta	Clearwater	River)	which	was	within	the	SEG	
(Sustainable	Escapement	Goal)	range.	

Coho	salmon	run	reconstruction	index	for	the	2013	parent	year	escapement	was	81,000,	the	lowest	
escapement	in	the	index.	The	average	escapement	is	163,000	coho	salmon.	

Fall	season	assessment	projects	begin	in	the	lower	Yukon	when	the:	

LYTF	(Lower	Yukon	Test	Fishery)	switches	to	6”	gear	on	July	16.		

Mt.	Village	test	fishery	is	funded	by	R&M	and	will	begin	on	July	18.	They	will	be	fishing	twice	a	day	
morning	and	evening	like	last	season.		

Yukon	River	mainstem	sonar	near	Pilot	Station	switches	to	fall	season	on	July	19.	

Management:	

Subsistence:		We	anticipate	all	districts	and	subdistricts	going	to	their	full	regulatory	schedules	upon	
transition	to	fall	season	management.	Fishermen	will	have	the	use	of	up	to	7.5”	mesh	

Commercial:		anticipate	a	surplus	for	commercial	harvest.	Commercial	fishing	should	occur	in	Districts	1	
and	2,	smaller	harvest	anticipated	in	Subdistricts	5BC,	and	in	District	6.	



 
 

 
 
 

by	Bonnie	Borba:	Fall	Season	Research	Biologist	

DFO Canadian Management Update 
YRDFA Conference Call – July 11, 2017 

 
 
● The 2017 Canadian management strategy is based on objectives established by 
the Yukon River Panel under the Yukon River Salmon Agreement, as well as 
recommendations from the Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee in consultation with 
Yukon First Nation Governments and community members. 
 
● The YSSC plan adopted in 2017 is similar in the approach taken in 2016; the 
mid-point of the YRP escapement goal range of 42,500-55,000 (48,750) is the 
Canadian Management target. 

 
● A precautionary approach will be taken in First Nations subsistence fishery until 
such time as a clearer estimate of run strength can be determined in-season via the 
Eagle sonar. The general approach further recommends that any harvest of Chinook 
salmon be directed at smaller (younger) fish. This can be achieved through the use 
of smaller-mesh gill nets (i.e. 6” or less) or selective release or larger (older) fish 
from fish wheels. (plus Individual FN governments have maintained very 
conservative approaches and have implemented community based management 
strategies aimed at longer term conservation) 

 
● Small numbers of the first and early group of fish have likely migrated as far 
upstream as Pelly/mid-river Canadian tributaries. 

 
● Porcupine sonar is in operation; 291 chinook estimated as of July 9 

 
● Pelly sonar installed July 3 but washed out with rising waters this last weekend; 
should be running again by……? 

 
Reports of fishing activity or harvest: Old Crow. Confirmed small catch in Dawson. 
 
● Effective July 5 the catch and possession limit for Chinook salmon was varied to 
0 and the commercial and domestic fisheries remain closed. 
 
● The key priority for management in Canada will remain focused on ensuring that 
sufficient numbers of Canadian-origin salmon reach their spawning grounds in order 
to sustain future returns. 
 
● Thank you to all participants up and down the Yukon River and for your 
continued efforts in the conservation of Chinook salmon. 




