


Determination Request

• An eligible entity will 
request a fishery 
disaster determination. 
This generally goes to 
the Governor’s Office 
and ADF&G will 
evaluate whether the 
request meets the 
disaster criteria. The 
Governor will send a 
request to the 
Secretary of Commerce 
with ADF&G’s compiled 
data and 
recommendation. 

Evaluation

• NMFS/NOAA will 
evaluate the fisheries 
and information 
provided to determine 
if there is a qualifying 
fishery disaster. The 
Secretary of 
Commerce will 
announce the 
determination. A 
positive determination 
may result in 
appropriation of 
funding. 

Funding

• Congress may now 
appropriate funding for 
that fishery. Once there 
is a funding 
appropriated, ADF&G 
begins seeking public 
comments and drafting 
spending plans that will 
go to the Pacific States 
Marine Fisheries 
Commission (PSMFC) 
for grant application, 
and once the grant is 
approved, PSMFC can 
begin the fund 
distribution process.







https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/funding-
and-financial-services/fishery-disaster-
determinations

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/funding-and-financial-services/fishery-disaster-determinations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/funding-and-financial-services/fishery-disaster-determinations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/funding-and-financial-services/fishery-disaster-determinations


Creating the Spend Plan



The final draft spend plan for 2020 and 2021 can be viewed at ADF&G’s website here: 
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fishing.2020_2021_salmon_disaster_relief_fund 





• Funds will be distributed through Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 
after they review applications.

• Applications for the 2020 and 2021 Yukon River disaster are expected very soon 
with the grant being awarded in April 2024. PSMFC is waiting to receive the 
funds from that grant award before they can announce or post applications.

• The final spend plan for the 2022 Yukon River disaster will be finalized and sent 
to PSMFC in May 2024. PSMFC will use the spend plan to inform the grant 
application and submit the application to NOAA for approval. 



https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hottopics.fisherydisasters
https://relief.psmfc.org/

dfg.com.fisheriesdisasters@alaska.gov
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