Alaska State Legislature

July 12, 2021
Honorable Governor Michael Dunleavy
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001
*Delivered electronically to all addressees
Governor Dunleavy,
We are writing to share our urgent food security concerns for Alaskans living along the Yukon and Koyukuk
Rivers. The Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game (ADF&G) closed the salmon subsistence fisheries in these river
communities in June and low counts have prevented any reversal of this decision to date.
As you know, the 2020 salmon season was a disaster in many areas across the state. This coupled with COVID19 quarantines and few employment opportunities have left many families in this region struggling to meet
basic needs. We appreciated your recent letter to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce requesting disaster
determinations for last year’s salmon season. If approved, this funding will be beneficial to many families, but
it will not arrive soon enough to meet their food security needs this year.
Due to the subsistence closures in June, our offices have been receiving daily calls from constituents concerned
for the wellbeing of their families and communities. With little work available in their villages, it is difficult for
families to offset the loss of salmon with high-priced food that is flown in. The Alaska Native Tribes along the
Yukon and Koyukuk Rivers have been harvesting salmon and preserving this valuable resource for thousands of
years, passing on this tradition to each generation. At risk is not only food security but also their culture and
way of life.
We urge you to work towards immediate and long-term solutions with local, statewide, and federal agencies to
help address the food security and cultural traditions along the Yukon and Koyukuk Rivers. Here are some
solutions put forth by the constituents and communities we represent.
1. ADF&G meet with the Yukon and Koyukuk River tribal associations and communities to discuss
options for immediate solutions and relief such as allowing subsistence users to harvest a limited
number of salmon per family.
2. Provide relief to families affected by the Yukon and Koyukuk River subsistence closures through
ADF&G grants from the $6 million American Rescue Plan Act food security funding in this year’s
budget.
3. Address long-term concerns related to salmon by-catch in federal waters.
4. Address long-term issues related to warming temperatures causing fish die-offs in the Yukon River.
5. Address long-term issues related to environmental cleanup of contaminated properties along the Yukon
River.

Thank you for your attention to this critical food security issue affecting families and communities along the
Yukon and Koyukuk Rivers. Attached please find several council resolutions outlining the hardships
experienced by their communities and requesting immediate assistance.
Sincerely,

Rep. Neal Foster
House District 39

Sen. Donny Olson
Senate District T

Rep. Tiffany Zulkosky
House District 38

Sen. Lyman Hoffman
Senate District S

cc:
ADF&G Commissioner Doug Vincent-Lang
Miles Baker, Legislative Director, Office of the Governor
Rex Rock, Tribal Affairs Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor
U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski
U.S. Senator Dan Sullivan
U.S. Congressman Don Young
Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association
Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association
Yukon River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
Attachments

